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I. J Letter from Mr Ralph Thoresby, K ^. $. h 
T>r Hans Sioane, %■ S. Seer, concerning Jome Ro- 
man Infcripiions found at York, praying that the 
Kinih Legion fome time rejtded there. 



Y your very kind Letter I perceive how much 1 am 
obliged to the Society for Co candid a reception of 
my poor Endeavours, which encourages me to tranfmit 
two Roman Infcriptions found at York* one very lately, 
the other feveral years ago, but no where yet taken no- 
tice of, tho it hath this very remarkable, That it is an 
undeniable Argument that the Ninth Legion was not on- 
ly in Britain, which is rarely taken notice of, but that 
it refided at York 5 which was heretofore unknown, k 
is a Funeral Monument, whereupon, under the Statue fin 
Bajfi-reliive) of the Standard-bearer oi the 9th Legion, is* 
this Infcription. 

t VVCCIVS" 

* Lnbens voluic *l-VoT. R.Vfl 

-NVS< \IEN 
SKrW. LEGf.Vfflfr 

AN-XXUX- 
Hkfitusefh H. S. E. 

This Monument was found in Trinity-yard m Mic^ie- 
gateatYor^ and was happily refcue'd by my Honoured 
Friend Dr Brym Fairf4x , from the brutiQi Workman, 

who 
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who had broke it in the middle, and were going to make 
ufe of it for two Throughs, as. they call them, in the 
Walk but by that worchy Gentlemans direftion it was 
placed upright, with the Infcription outwards. That 
this 9th Legion was in Britain in Galbah time, and that 
it was alfo Hifpanienjis, appears from the very Learned 
Sir Henry Savile's Notes at the end of his Edition of 
Tacitus r but that it, as well as the Vfth and the KXth, 
was alfo called Vi£trix y or that it refided at 'Turk, has not 
been obferved before 5 and yet both are evident from 
this Infcription upon a Roman Brick found there. 
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This is alfo an Argument oi the Peace thele Parts en- 
joyed at that time, (poffibly the latter, end oi Severn's 
Reign,) making Bricks, -cafting up Highways, &c> being 
the ufual employment of Souldiers at fuch vacancies. 
The former Infcription "is -now removed to the Gardens 
of Sir John Goodrich.* at Ribjion ; the latter is in my pof- 
ftffion. 

Sir He*. Savile was of opinion that this Nona Hifpa- 
nienfis in Britannia was one of thofe eftablimed by Tibe- 
rius, Caius„ or Claudius^ or peradventure in the la er times 
of Augttfius $ but however that it was certainly here in 
Nero's Reign, and that P^ins CereaUs was then Lieutenant 
theteof is indifputably evident from Tacitus, ( lib. 14. 
9'jp. 10. ) who gives a lamentable account of the flaugh- 
ter of feventy thoufand Citizens and Confederates, . by 
the enraged Boudicea, in which number wjs all the Foot 
of this ninth Legion : Cerealis with the Horfe hardly 
efcaping. I fuppofe it needlefs to add, that this Number 
is frequently by the Romans writ VIII as well as IX :, for 
one that is but competently vers'd in their Co ; s or In- 
fcriptions, cannot but have obferved iniknees of both 
kinds 3 however, to prevent all mifrakes, ( it being neat 

ten 
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ten years fince I faw this Monument) the Learned and 
Ingenious Roger Gale, Efq$ was fo kind as to fend me a 
new Tranfcript ; and I have by me alfo a third, lately 
taken by a grave Divine ; all which agree that it is the 
IXth Legion, which is alfo confirm'd by the other In- 
fcription upon the Brick, which was but lately found. I 
ftiall only add what an Ingenious Gentleman of Oxford 
writes, -becaufe it relates to an Author I have not the op- 
portunity to confult here, but is poffibly in your Curious 
Library. " I am mightily pleafed with the Infcriptions 
" you fent me relating to the 9th Legion, there being 
" now no room to doubt about the place of Refidence, a 
"thing which was unknown before - y and for that reafon, 
** thofe who have written about the Ronton Legions have 
M faid nothing about this, but leave us quite in the dark 5 
" only Vrfatus £in his Book de Notit Rom.'] does remark, 
" that it muft be fomewhere in Britain,, btcaute Tacitus 
" tells us* that when the Colony at Camalodunum wis de- 
<e ftroyed by Baadicia, P<etiliHjCerealit y Legate ot the IX r h 
" Legion, came to their afiiftance $ but yet he makes no 
*• mention of its being (tiled ViSfnx. This 1 receiv*d 
from Mr Tho. Heame. of Edmund Hal/, from whem is ex- 
pected a curious Edition of I ivy. 

Tour Moji Oblged and Obedient Servant, 

Ralph Thoresbyo. 
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